Read Me First!

This document is an introduction to your computer and the software on it.  The documentation provided assumes that you are somewhat familiar with the standard keyboard.  If you need keyboard training, contact your local or state agency for the visually impaired which will provide such training, in most states, at no cost to you.
Screen Reader - 
If you are blind, your primary program is NVDA ( Non-visual Desktop Access ), a screen reader and speech synthesis program. For those with partial sight, we have installed Zoom Text, a screen magnification program. More information on those programs is available in the in the desktop Help Folder. It can be accessed by pressing the Windows key + D, then pressing the H key.
Other programs provided on this computer include:


Audio books

Internet web browsers


Word processors


A check writer


A spreadsheet


PC Security and Anti-virus


DVD player


And more.
For a complete list of all the available software, read the Software Inventory file in the Help Folder.

Web Browser – Good Search 
Internet Explorer has been set to use GoodSearch as the primary tool for web searches. 

We recognize that GoodSearch does not provide the same results as Google, however, each time you use GoodSearch, the Texas Center for the Visually Challenged (TCVC) will receive a penny! The more searches you do, the more money we receive, and that helps us to provide better computers at lower costs to more blind persons who need them. Please try it. There is also a button on the GoodSearch page that you can click to see the total amount of money they have donated to TCVC.

Good Shop -

As you become proficient with your new computer, you may want to shop and buy items online. See the file "Shopping Online" in the Help Folder. It describes a simple process for buying discounted items AND generating cash donations to TCVC at the same time! 

Email - 
Once you have set up and started using email, please send your email address to tips@computerfortheblind.net . We plan to send out periodic messages with helpful tips on ways to make better use of your computer. 
Documentation - 

As you use your new computer, you may occasionally find that some of our documentation is confusing or contains an error. Please email any errors that you find to documentation@computersfortheblind.net . We promise to use your input to improve our documentation!

Movies for the Blind - 
TCVC has another program in which you may want to participate – Movies for the Blind. For more information, see the Help File “Movies for the Blind”.
Tutorials – 
We have provided several tutorials to assist you in learning to use your computer. When you are ready for Lesson 1, close this file by pressing ALT+F4, and press CTRL+ALT+H to open the Help folder. 
There are two sub-folders, 1 for blind persons using the NVDA screen reader and one for partially sighted persons using the Zoomtext screen magnifier. Select the appropriate folder and then select Lesson 1.
ENJOY YOUR NEW COMPUTER!

AND don’t forget to send us your email address!
